Agriculture
Chapter 208: Comprehensive Plan Review Criteria Rule (Maine State Planning Office) includes a list of questions relative to each topic area for municipalities to consider when developing a Comprehensive Plan. Chapter 208 also includes a list of recommended policies that are consistent with state policy. 

· How important is agriculture and/or forestry to the community and region?  Are these activities growing, stable or declining?  Are the farms or woodlots in the community important for non-economic reasons, such as scenic landscapes, wildlife habitat, outdoor recreation, or historic significance?

· How are land use patterns and land values contributing to the loss of farm or forest land?

· What regulatory and non-regulatory steps is the community currently taking to support productive farm and forest lands? Are there local or regional land trusts actively working to protect farms or forest lands in the community?

· Are there undeveloped parts of town in which prime farmland soils are prevalent? If so, how are these areas currently being used? How are they being protected?  

· Are farm and commercial forest land owners taking advantage of the state's current use tax laws?

· Has proximity of new homes or other incompatible uses affected the normal operations of farms or woodlot owners?  

· Are there large tracts of industrial forest land that have been or may be sold for development in the foreseeable future? If so, what impact would this have on the community?

· Is clear-cutting an issue in the community?  Is the clear-cutting related to normal woodlands management, or is it in preparation for land development?  

· Do local farmers and/or loggers take steps to minimize impacts on natural resources in the community? Do local farms participate in Natural Resource Conservation Service programs?

· How does the community support community forestry or agriculture (i.e. small woodlots, community forests, tree farms, community gardens, farmers’ markets, or community-supported agriculture)?

· Does the community have, or need, a street tree or other tree planting and maintenance program?

	Policy
	Implementation Strategy

	To safeguard lands identified as prime farmland or capable of supporting commercial forestry.
	

	To promote the use of best management practices for timber harvesting and agricultural production.
	

	To support farming and forestry and encourage their economic viability.   
	

	
	Consult with the Maine Forest Service District Forester when developing any land use regulations pertaining to forest management practices.

	
	Consult with Soil and Water Conservation District staff when developing any land use regulations pertaining to agricultural management practices.

	
	Amend land use ordinances to require commercial or subdivision developments in critical rural areas to maintain areas with prime farm soils as open space to the greatest extent practicable.

	
	Limit non-residential development in critical rural areas to natural resource-based businesses and services, nature tourism/outdoor recreation businesses, farmers’ markets, and home occupations.

	
	Encourage owners of productive farm and forest land to enroll in the current use taxation programs.

	
	Permit activities that support productive agriculture and forestry operations, such as road-side stands, greenhouses, and pick-your-own operations.    

	
	Include agriculture and commercial forestry operations in local or regional economic development plans.


