Economy & Employment
Chapter 208: Comprehensive Plan Review Criteria Rule (Maine State Planning Office) includes a list of questions relative to each topic area for municipalities to consider when developing a Comprehensive Plan. Chapter 208 also includes a list of recommended policies that are consistent with state policy. 

· Where does the local population work and how does the community fit into the economic region (labor market area)?
· Who are major employers in the region and what is their outlook for the future?  

· Is the economy experiencing significant change, and how does this, or might this, affect the local population, employment and municipal tax base?

· What are the community’s priorities for economic development? Are these priorities reflected in regional economic development plans?

· If there is a traditional downtown in the community, is it deteriorating or thriving? How is this affecting the community?

· Are natural resource-based industries (including fishing, farming, or forestry) important in the community and, if so, are they growing or declining? What steps has the community taken to support these industries?

· Is tourism an important part of the local economy? If so, does the community want to foster this industry and what steps can it take to strengthen tourism?

· What role do/should home occupations play in the community, if any?

· Are there appropriate areas within the community for industrial or commercial development?  If so, are performance standards necessary to assure that industrial and commercial development is compatible with the surrounding land uses and landscape?

· What types of public facilities, including sewer, water, broadband access or three-phase power, are needed to support the projected location, type, and amount of economic activity, and what are the issues involved in providing them?

Recommended Policies & Strategies

	Policy
	Implementation Strategy

	To support the type of economic development activity the community desires, reflecting the community’s role in the region.
	

	To make a financial commitment, if necessary, to support desired economic development, including needed public improvements.
	

	To coordinate with regional development corporations and surrounding towns as necessary to support desired economic development.
	

	
	If appropriate, assign responsibility and provide financial support for economic development activities to the proper entity (e.g., a local economic development committee, a local representative to a regional economic development organization, the community’s economic development director, a regional economic development initiative, or other).

	
	Enact or amend local ordinances, if appropriate, to reflect the desired scale, design, intensity, and location of future economic development.

	
	Develop and adopt incentives suitable for the types and locations of economic development desired in the community.

	
	If public investments are foreseen as required, identify the mechanisms to be considered to finance them (local tax dollars, creating a tax increment financing district, a Community Development Block Grant or other grants, bonding, impact fees, etc.)

	
	Initiate participation in or continue to participate in any regional economic development efforts.


