Historic and Archaeological Resources

Chapter 208: Comprehensive Plan Review Criteria Rule (Maine State Planning Office) includes a list of questions relative to each topic area for municipalities to consider when developing a Comprehensive Plan. Chapter 208 also includes a list of recommended policies that are consistent with state policy. 

· Are historic patterns of settlement still evident in the community?

· What protective measures currently exist for historic and archaeological resources and are they effective?

· Do local site plan and/or subdivision regulations require applicants proposing development in areas that may contain historic or archaeological resources to conduct a survey for such resources?

· Have significant historic resources fallen into disrepair, and are there ways the community can provide incentives to preserve their value as an historical resource?  

· Is there an active historical society, and does the community adequately support its efforts?

Recommended Policies
	Policy
	Implementation Strategy

	Protect to the greatest extent practicable the significant historic and archaeological resources in the community.
	For sites with identified potential for historical and archeological resources, through local land use ordinances require subdivision or non-residential property developers to look for and identify any historical and archaeological resources, and to take appropriate measures to protect those resources, including but not limited to, modification of proposed site design, construction timing, and/or extent of excavation.

	
	Through local land use ordinances, require the planning board (or other designated review authority) to incorporate maps and information provided by the Maine Historic Preservation Commission into their review process.

	
	Work with the local or county historical society and/or the Maine Historic Preservation Commission to assess the need for, and if necessary plan for, a comprehensive community survey of the community‘s historic and archaeological resources.


