Housing
Chapter 208: Comprehensive Plan Review Criteria Rule (Maine State Planning Office) includes a list of questions relative to each topic area for municipalities to consider when developing a Comprehensive Plan. Chapter 208 also includes a list of recommended policies that are consistent with state policy. 

· How many additional housing units, including rental units, will be necessary to accommodate projected population and demographic changes during the planning period?
· Is housing, including rental housing, affordable to those earning the median income in the region? Is housing affordable to those earning 80% of the median income? If not, evaluate local and regional efforts to address issue.

· Are seasonal homes being converted to year-round use or vice-versa? What impact does this have on the community?

· Will additional senior or assisted living housing be necessary to meet projected needs for the community and region? Will these needs be met locally or regionally?

· Are there other major housing issues, such as substandard housing?

· Do existing regulations encourage or discourage development of affordable housing?

Recommended Policies & Strategies

	Policy
	Implementation Strategy

	To encourage and promote adequate workforce housing to support the community’s and region’s economic development
	Enact or amend growth area land use regulations to increase density, decrease lot size, setbacks and road widths, or provide incentives such as density bonuses, to make housing less expensive to develop.

	To ensure that land use controls encourage the development of quality affordable housing, including rental housing.
	Allow the addition of at least one accessory apartment per dwelling unit in growth areas, subject to site suitability.

	To seek to achieve at least 10% of all housing built or placed during the next decade be affordable.
	Create or continue to support a community affordable housing committee and/or regional affordable housing coalition.

	To encourage and support the efforts of the regional housing coalitions in addressing affordable and workforce housing needs.
	Designate a location(s) in growth areas where mobile home parks are allowed pursuant to 30-A MRSA §4358(3)(M).


