Land Use
Chapter 208: Comprehensive Plan Review Criteria Rule (Maine State Planning Office) includes a list of questions relative to each topic area for municipalities to consider when developing a Comprehensive Plan. Chapter 208 also includes a list of recommended policies that are consistent with state policy. 

· How is most recent development occurring: lot by lot; in subdivisions; or in planned developments? How is recent development consistent with the community’s vision?

· If the community considers itself rural, urban, or suburban, what are the characteristics that contribute to that sense? How does it fit in the regional context?

· Is recent development occurring predominantly within or adjacent to traditional settlements or expanding into rural areas?  

· How effective are current land use regulations and other non-regulatory measures in directing growth to appropriate areas and protecting critical resources? How might they be improved?

· How do current regulations promote or inhibit development in keeping with the community’s traditional village or neighborhood character?

· Given current regulations, development trends, and population projections, how many new residential units and how much commercial, institutional and/or industrial development will occur in the planning period? Where will this development go?

· What is the community’s administrative capacity to manage its land use regulation program, including planning board and code enforcement officer?

· Are environmentally suitable areas within or adjacent to the growth area(s) identified for the location of mobile home parks?

· How does the Future Land Use Plan align and/or conflict with the community’s vision statement?

· How is the configuration of the growth areas shaped by natural opportunities and/or constraints (i.e. the physical suitability or unsuitability of land for development)?  The location of public facilities?  The transportation network?

· How does the Future Land Use Plan relate to existing regional economic, housing, transportation and natural resource plans?  How does the Future Land Use Plan relate to recent development trends?

· Are most municipal capital investments currently directed toward growth areas?  Why or why not?

· How can critical resource areas be effectively protected from future development impacts?

	Policy
	Implementation Strategy

	To coordinate the community’s land use strategies with other local and regional land use planning efforts.
	

	To support the locations, types, scales, and intensities of land uses the community desires as stated in its vision.
	

	To support the level of financial commitment necessary to provide needed infrastructure in growth areas.
	

	To establish efficient permitting procedures, especially in growth areas.
	

	To protect critical resource areas from the impacts of development.
	

	
	Assign responsibility for implementing the Future Land Use Plan to the appropriate committee, board or municipal official.

	
	Using the descriptions provided in the Future Land Use Plan narrative, enact or amend local ordinances as appropriate to:

a.  Clearly define the desired scale, intensity, and location of future development;

b.  Establish fair and efficient permitting procedures and appropriate fees, and streamline permitting procedures in growth areas; and 

c. Clearly define protective measures for critical resource areas.

	
	Include in the Capital Investment Plan anticipated municipal capital investments needed to support proposed land uses.

	
	Meet with neighboring communities to coordinate land use designations and regulatory and non-regulatory strategies.

	
	Provide the code enforcement officer with the tools, training, and support necessary to enforce land use regulations, and ensure that the Code Enforcement Officer is certified in accordance with 30-A MRSA §4451.

	
	Track new development in the community by type and location.

	
	Periodically (at least every five years) evaluate implementation of the plan in accordance with Section 2.8.  


