Marine
Chapter 208: Comprehensive Plan Review Criteria Rule (Maine State Planning Office) includes a list of questions relative to each topic area for municipalities to consider when developing a Comprehensive Plan. Chapter 208 also includes a list of recommended policies that are consistent with state policy. 

· Is water quality being monitored on a regular basis?

· Is there a local or regional plan in place to identify & eliminate pollution source?

· Has closing of clam or worm flats threatened the shellfishing industry; are sources of contamination known? Are sources point (direct discharge) or nonpoint?

· Are fishery resources being properly managed at local and regional levels?

· Are traditional water-dependent uses thriving or in decline? What are the factors affecting these uses? If current trends continue, what will the waterfront look like in 10 years?

· Is there reasonable balance between water-dependent and other uses, and between commercial and recreational uses?  If there have been recent conversions of uses, have they improved or worsened the balance?

· How does local zoning treat land around the harbor? How do the community’s coastal land use regulations compare with neighboring communities?  

· Have arrangements for managing local harbors been effective?

· Is there a local or regional harbor or bay management plan? If not, is one needed?

· If the harbor is shared with other communities, is there cooperation in management of the harbor?

· What are the local dredging needs and how are they addressed?

· Is adequate, protected access for commercial fishermen, aquaculturists, and recreational users available?  Based on projections, will access, including support facilities such as parking and marine services, be adequate for the future?  Are there opportunities for improved access?

· Are important points of visual access identified and protected?

	Policy
	Implementation Strategy

	To protect, maintain and, where warranted, improve marine habitat and water quality.
	

	To foster water-dependent land uses and balance them with other complementary land uses.
	

	To maintain and, where warranted, improve harbor management and facilities.
	

	To protect, maintain and, where warranted, improve physical and visual public access to the community’s marine resources for all appropriate uses including fishing, recreation and tourism.
	

	
	Working with local residents and businesses, neighboring communities, the DEP, and the Department of Marine Resources, develop an action plan to protect fishery habitats and identify and eliminate point and non-point source pollution.

	
	Consistently enforce local shoreland zoning provisions and provide adequate training and resources to the code enforcement officer.

	
	Develop a plan for addressing any identified needs for additional recreational and commercial access (which includes parking, boat launches, docking space, and swimming access) and their ongoing maintenance. Include necessary public improvements/upgrades in the Capital Investment Plan.

	
	Encourage owners of marine businesses and industries to participate in clean marina/boatyard programs.

	
	Provide information about the current use taxation program to owners of waterfront land used to provide access to or support the conduct of commercial fishing activities.

	
	Implement any local or regional harbor or bay management plans, or work with neighboring communities to create a harbor management plan for shared resources.

	
	If applicable, provide sufficient funding for and staffing of the harbormaster and/or harbor commission.

	
	Work with local property owners, land trusts, and others to protect major points of physical and visual access to coastal waters, especially along public ways and in public parks.  


