Public Facilities
Chapter 208: Comprehensive Plan Review Criteria Rule (Maine State Planning Office) includes a list of questions relative to each topic area for municipalities to consider when developing a Comprehensive Plan. Chapter 208 also includes a list of recommended policies that are consistent with state policy. 
· Are municipal services adequate to meeting changes in population and demographics?
· In what ways has the community partnered with neighboring communities to share services, reduce costs and/or improve services?

· If the community has a public sewer system, what issues or concerns are there currently and/or anticipated in the future? How is the sanitary district cooperating in the development of the comprehensive plan and related ordinances, as required by law (38 MRSA §1163-A)? How is the sanitary district extension policy consistent with the Future Land Use Plan as required by (38 MRSA §1163)?.

· If the town does not have a public sewer or water system, to what extent is this preventing it from accommodating current and projected growth?

· Are existing stormwater management facilities adequately maintained? What improvements are needed? How might cumulative impacts from future development affect the existing system(s)?

· How does the community address septic tank waste? What issues or concerns are there with the current arrangements?

· If the community has a public water system, what issues or concerns are there currently and/or anticipated in the future? How is the water district/supplier cooperating in the development of the comprehensive plan and related ordinances? How is the water system extension policy consistent with the Future Land Use Plan?

· What school improvements, including construction or expansion, are anticipated during the planning period? What opportunities are there to promote new residential development around existing and proposed schools? What steps will be taken to promote walking and bicycling to school?

· Is the community’s emergency response system adequate? What improvements are needed?

· How well is the solid waste management system meeting current needs? What is the community doing to reduce the reliance on waste disposal and to increase recycling? What impact will projected growth during the planning period have on system capacity? What improvements are needed to meet future demand?

· What efforts have been or will be undertaken regionally to improve efficiency and lower cost?

· How do public facilities and services support local economic development plans? What improvements are needed in the telecommunications and energy infrastructure?

· Does the community have a public health officer? Are there significant public health issues?

· What other public facilities, such as town offices, libraries, or cemeteries, are nearing their respective capacities? How will these facilities accommodate projected growth?

· Are the community’s priorities for funding needed improvements reflected in the capital investment plan?

Recommended Policies & Strategies
	Policy
	Implementation Strategy

	To efficiently meet identified public facility and service needs.
	

	To provide public facilities and services in a manner that promotes and supports growth and development in identified growth areas.
	

	
	Identify any capital improvements needed to maintain or upgrade public services to accommodate the community’s anticipated growth and changing demographics.

	
	Locate new public facilities comprising at least 75% of new municipal growth-related capital investments in designated growth areas.

	
	Explore options for regional delivery of local services.


