Transportation

Chapter 208: Comprehensive Plan Review Criteria Rule (Maine State Planning Office) includes a list of questions relative to each topic area for municipalities to consider when developing a Comprehensive Plan. Chapter 208 also includes a list of recommended policies that are consistent with state policy. 

· What are the concerns for transportation system safety and efficiency in the community and region?  What, if any, plans exist to address these concerns, which can involve:
· Safety; 

· Traffic speed;

· Congestion and travel delay; 

· Travel volume and type; 

· Lack of transportation links between neighborhoods, schools, recreation, shopping, and public gathering areas;
· Light pollution;  

· Closed or posted bridges or roads;
· Traffic problems caused by such things as road and driveway locations and design, road maintenance needs, traffic control devices, growth patterns and lack of transportation options;

· Pedestrian and bicycling safety.
· What conflicts are caused by multiple road uses, such as a major state or U.S. route that passes through the community or its downtown and serves as a local service road as well?

· Upon review of state and regional transportation plans, what are their impacts on your current and future community plans? What actions can the community take to address identified impacts?

· How do the community’s land use regulations mesh with the MaineDOT, regional, and local objectives for transportation system facilities in the community? If growth areas are located on arterial highways, how will growth in these areas affect the ability of the arterial to safely and efficiently move traffic?   

· What is the community’s schedule for regular investments in road maintenance and improvement? How are MaineDOT Urban-Rural Initiative Program (URIP) funds used to off-set municipal road improvement costs? 

· What concerns does your community have regarding its policies and standards for design, construction and maintenance of public and private local roads and bridges? 

· What are the parking issues in the community?

· Do local parking standards promote development in desired areas or do they drive it to outlying areas?

· How do local ordinances consider safety related to parking lot layout and circulation for vehicles, pedestrians and all other users?

· What community investments are needed to expand or improve parking?

· What transit services are available to meet the current and future needs of community residents? If transit services are not adequate, how will the community address the needs?

· If the community hosts a major transportation terminal, such as an airport, rail or ferry terminal, how does it connect to other transportation systems?

· If the community hosts any public airports, what coordination has been undertaken to ensure that required airspace is protected now and in the future? How does the community coordinate with the owner(s) of private airports?

· What, if any, environmental degradation caused by state or local transportation facilities or operations (i.e. wildlife mortality, habitat fragmentation, erosion, groundwater contamination, non-point source pollution) is occurring?

· What are community’s objectives for preserving or protecting important identified scenic, historic, or cultural resources adjacent to transportation facilities?

· How does the community address any transportation-related noise concerns?

· What steps can the community take to encourage development to occur in a manner that minimizes transportation-related environmental impacts such as habitat fragmentation and/or vehicular CO2 emissions?
· How do existing and proposed major transportation facilities complement the community’s vision?

· How do local land use decisions affect safety, congestion, mobility, efficiency and interconnectivity of the transportation system?

· How do existing land uses and development trends support or inhibit cost effective passenger transportation systems and the efficient use of freight rail systems?

· Does the community have in place, or does it need to put into place, access management or traffic permitting measures? How do these measures correlate with MaineDOT’s access management program and regulations for traffic permitting of large development?

· How do the community's local road design standards support the type of village, suburban, or rural land use patterns the town wants?  

· Do planned or recently built subdivision roads (residential or commercial) simply dead-end or do they allow for expansion to adjacent land and encourage the creation of a network of local streets? Where dead-ends are unavoidable, are mechanisms in place to encourage shorter dead-ends resulting in compact and efficient subdivision designs?

	Policy
	Implementation Strategy

	To prioritize community and regional needs associated with safe, efficient, and optimal use of transportation systems
	Develop or continue to update a prioritized ten-year improvement, maintenance and repair plan for local/regional transportation system facilities that reflects community, regional and state objectives.

	
	Initiate or actively participate in regional and state transportation and land use planning efforts.

	To safely and efficiently preserve or improve the transportation system.  
	Enact or amend local ordinances as appropriate to be consistent with local, regional and state transportation policies identified in this plan.

	To promote public health, protect natural and cultural resources and enhance livability by managing land use in ways that maximize the efficiency of the transportation system and minimize increases in vehicle miles traveled.
	1. Enact or amend local ordinances as appropriate to address or avoid conflicts with:

a) Policy objectives of the Sensible Transportation Policy Act (23 MRSA §73);

b) State access management regulations pursuant to 23 MRSA §704; and
c) State traffic permitting regulations for large developments pursuant to 23 MRSA §704-A.

	To meet the diverse transportation needs of residents (including children, the elderly and disabled) and through travelers by providing a safe, efficient and adequate transportation network for all types of users (motor vehicles, pedestrians, bicyclists).
	Enact or amend ordinance standards for subdivisions and for public and private roads as appropriate to foster transportation-efficient growth patterns and provide for future street and transit connections.

	To promote fiscal prudence by maximizing the efficiency of the state or state-aid highway network.
	Work with the MaineDOT as appropriate to address deficiencies in the system or conflicts between local, regional and state priorities for the local transportation system.


