SAMPLE LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE WCCOG SOLID WASTE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE APPLICATION 
(to be typed on official municipal or tribal government letterhead)
Judith C. East
Executive Director

Washington County Council of Governments
PO Box 631
Calais, ME 04619
Dear Ms. East:

[Your municipality or tribal government name here]  strongly supports the application from the Washington County Council of Governments (WCCOG) for a United States Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service (USDA-RUS) technical assistance and training grant.  We understand that the proposed scope of work will:

· develop systems and methods that will make trash separation more convenient and attractive for rural residents and businesses, including public education and outreach, improvements to existing local and regional collection programs, and identification of funding to establish permanent collection facilities for HHW, UW, and recyclable materials;
· create a pilot program for setting up a network of local drop-off centers for residential recyclables, with the potential to increase recycling rates from remote areas of the county without a corresponding increase in vehicle miles traveled to regional recycling centers; and 

· help municipal officials build political support and momentum for Pay as You Throw (PAYT) systems in communities that currently do not have a PAYT program.  
All of these initiatives will help to meet a critical need for technical assistance in our community, as we know that we must find ways to reduce our annual solid waste volumes to save money on tipping and trucking fees.   This is a small community with limited staff and fiscal resources, and we would not be able to accomplish any of these tasks without technical assistance from WCCOG. 
We hope that USDA-RUS will approve this application so that we can start working together with WCCOG on these important projects.  

Sincerely,

[Name of official]
PLEASE RETURN TO THE WCCOG ASAP but NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 30, 2009  
