SAMPLE

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
COASTAL CANADIAN CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT PLAN

This Memorandum of Agreement is entered into this ___ day of ____, 2011, by and between the State of Maine, Maine Department of Transportation, hereinafter called the State, the Washington County Government, hereinafter called the County, the sovereign Passamaquoddy Tribal Governments at Indian Township and Sipayik, hereinafter called the Tribes, and the incorporated municipalities of eastern Washington County, hereinafter called the Cities and Towns.

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the signatory agencies to have future transportation projects within the designated Coastal Canadian Corridor be implemented through a continuing, comprehensive, multi-year planning process that is managed by the State with the ongoing assistance of the County, Tribes, Cities and Towns that maintain local jurisdictional authority within the corridor; and

WHEREAS, the Coastal Canadian Corridor Management Plan is acknowledged by all parties to have been crafted by a  consortium of regional stakeholders, with representatives invited to participate from a wide spectrum of governmental, commercial, non-profit, entrepreneurial, community, and academic affiliations within the corridor; and
WHEREAS, the parties to this agreement desire to cooperate in long-term regional transportation planning by ensuring that the land use and transportation goals in local comprehensive plans will align with the strategies and policy recommendations set forth in the Coastal Canadian Corridor Management Plan; and
WHEREAS, the Tribes, Cities and Towns are legally constituted agencies that are authorized to develop and implement comprehensive planning programs within their assigned jurisdictions; and

WHEREAS, the County is a legally constituted agency that is authorized to provide oversight for planning programs in all of the Unorganized Territories within its assigned jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, the State recognizes the aforementioned County, Tribes, Cities and Towns as the officially designated agencies for localized planning within the large geographic area covered by the Coastal Canadian Corridor Management Plan;

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the parties hereto do mutually agree as follows:
1.  Implementation Committee:  A Corridor Committee is hereby established to guide the development of regional transportation plans, programs, and policies, as outlined in the Coastal Canadian Corridor Management Plan.  The Corridor Committee shall consist of the following individuals:


Representative – MaineDOT Bureau of Planning


Representative – MaineDOT Region 4  


Representative – MaineDOT Region 5 

Representative – Washington County Government (for the Unorganized Territories)


Representative – Passamaquoddy Tribe at Indian Township


Representative – Passamaquoddy Tribe at Sipayik


Representative – City of Calais


Representative – City of Eastport


Representative – Town of Pembroke


Representative – Town of Perry


Representative – Town of Robbinston


Representative – Town of Charlotte


Representative – Town of Cooper


Representative – Town of Alexander


Representative – Town of Baileyville


Representative – Town of Cooper


Representative – Town of Waite


Representative – Town of Talmadge


Representative – Town of Topsfield


Representative – Town of Vanceboro


Representative – Town of Danforth


Representative – Washington County Council of Governments


Representative – WHCA


Representative – Eastport Port Authority


Citizen Member – Washington County Unorganized Territories


Citizen Member – Washington County Incorporated Municipalities


Citizen Member – Passamaquoddy Tribe

The citizen members of the committee shall be appointed by the appropriate governing agency for terms of two years, renewable indefinitely by mutual agreement between the governing agency and the individual member.  Additional members may be appointed by a majority vote of the committee if the need arises.

2.  Planning Area: The regional planning area covered by this agreement shall be the study area as described and depicted in the Coastal Canadian Corridor Management Plan.  The planning area boundaries may be modified as needed by the Corridor Committee through a majority vote.
3.  Scope of Services:  The transportation planning process by the Corridor Committee shall be:

· Cooperative in that the State, County, Tribes, Cities and Towns shall work toward achieving consensus on biennial project selection and allocations to large-scale, multi-year programs that will implement the goals and strategies outlined in the Coastal Canadian Corridor Management Plan.  However, the State as the primary funding agency shall make the final decision on the prioritization of all corridor projects and programs. Additionally, the Cities and Towns agree to ensure that the goals and strategies outlined in their municipal comprehensive plans do not directly conflict with the goals and strategies of the larger regional plan.  Ideally, the local planning goals and strategies of all signatory parties will align with and support the goals and strategies of the Coastal Canadian Corridor Management Plan.

· Comprehensive in that all transportation modes, existing and planned land uses, and major regional economic development goals shall be considered in prioritizing the regional biennial program.

· Continuing in that the Corridor Committee shall meet regularly to implement recommendations from the Coastal Canadian Corridor Management Plan, for so long as this agreement is in place.  

The operational scope of the transportation planning process will require performance of the following functions by the State, occasionally with the assistance of other participating agencies, in particular the Washington County Council of Governments:
· Collection, maintenance, analysis, and dissemination of basic planning and engineering data;

· Regular updates on plan progress to the general public regarding upcoming projects and spot improvements, program and policy recommendations, design details, and construction schedules;

·  Preparation, updating, and revision of long and short range implementation plans based on the recommendations of the Coastal Canadian Corridor Management Plan;

· Production of maps and graphics for both documentation and information purposes;

· Estimating, forecasting, modeling, and other long range planning procedures.

4.  Public Participation:  The Corridor Committee shall provide for public involvement and input in the transportation planning process by holding open meetings and inviting comments and questions from meeting observers at the close of each work session.  In addition, the State shall conduct regional public meetings and develop public participation and outreach programs to ensure that the transportation planning process for the Coastal Canadian Corridor remains accessible and transparent to all Maine taxpayers.

5.  Modifications to the Plan:  All parties acknowledge that future governmental entities may not be contractually bound by the adoption of this agreement, and that unforeseen circumstances could result in a need to modify some or all of the recommendations contained in the Coastal Canadian Corridor Management Plan.  In recognition of these limitations, the parties agree to conduct a periodic review of the status of land use, transportation investment, and governmental decision-making within the Coastal Canadian Corridor, to be followed by an adjustment of the goals and strategies contained in the plan when and if needed. The intent is to encourage regular and timely discussions among Corridor Committee members regarding the ongoing effectiveness of the management plan’s goals and strategies for preserving and improving the existing transportation system, while promoting regional economic prosperity.

6.  Modifications to the Agreement: Any alteration, extension, or supplement to the terms of this agreement, as detailed herein, shall be agreed to in writing by the signatory parties. 
7.  Termination of the Agreement:  A signatory party may terminate its interest and obligations under this agreement by giving at least sixty (60) days notice in writing to the other parties.

8.  Non-discrimination:  The State, County, Tribes, Cities and Towns agree that any and all work performed to implement elements of the Coastal Canadian Corridor Management Plan shall comply with all existing State and Federal non-discrimination laws and regulations at the time that the work is advertised and performed.
9.  Governing Law:  This agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Maine.  Venue for any litigation will be in Washington County, State of Maine.  If conflicts arise between the obligations imposed by this agreement and Maine law, then Maine law will control.

IN WITNESS whereof the parties hereto have set their hands and affixed their seals.

DATED THIS ____ DAY OF __________, 2011.

APPROVED BY THE MAINE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

By:  ______________________________________________




[title]

ATTEST FOR THE MAINE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
By:  _______________________________________________




[title]

[Repeat approved/attest signature blocks for all signatory parties]
