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Committed to Improving
Quality of Life for
Washington County

Citizens
Dear Washington County Business Owner,
The Washington County: One Community (WC:OC) Economic Focus Team is pleased to announce the launch of an innovative new program called “Keep It in the County: Local Products for Local Profits.” This program links schools and Washington County-based business to offer local products for school fund raising activities.

Traditionally, many school fund-raisers offer merchandise from companies that are not local, and therefore do not support the local economy. In 2008, WC:OC piloted a program at the Lubec Consolidated School in which local businesses offered products at wholesale price to the school. Students then sold the products at retail prices using a traditional fund-raising order forms. 
Participating businesses increased sales, created new markets for products, and generated additional opportunities to promote products to local customers.  Students received a better yield for their sales, learned how local businesses and economy work, and helped their local community. 

Based on the success of the 2008 pilot program, WC:OC is now expanding the “Keep It in the County: Local Products for Local Profits” program to include businesses and schools throughout Washington County.
We have attached a registration form. If you are interested in participating in the program, please fill this form out and return by Thursday, August 25, 2010. The information you provide will be used to create a catalog and order forms. Each participating business may offer up to 3 products or services.  
Students at participating schools will collect orders in the second half of September; and we will return completed order forms to you by October 8, 2010. 

To give you a sample of what the products that have been offered, we have included the brochure from our pilot program. This year, we would also like to offer “Gift Card” to allow local businesses that offer services or perishable items. (For example, a business might offer a gift card redeemable for a delivery of balsam wreath).
We welcome new businesses to join the program. If you know of a business that might be interested, please ask them to call us at 255-3741.
Thank you for your interest!

Eleody Libby

Director, WC:OC



Washington County: One Community is a coalition of individuals, businesses, non-profit associations, municipalities, and civic organizations interested in working collaboratively to improve the quality of life – from infants to elders – through positive communication, demonstrating, celebrating and promoting success, and ensuring residents receive the public health support they need to achieve healthy, substance-free, productive, and financially viable lives while respecting cultural and community differences and similarities. 
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