

Keep It in the County: Local Products for Local Profits
Machias, ME – August 10, 2010 The Washington County: One Community (WC:OC) Economic Focus Team is pleased to announce the launch of an innovative program called “Keep It in the County: Local Products for Local Profits.” This program links schools, non-profit organizations, and Washington County-based businesses to offer local products for fund raising activities.
“Many traditional school fund-raisers offer merchandise from companies that are not local,” notes Eleody Libby, Executive Director of WC:OC. “When students sell products that aren’t locally made, money flows out of the local economy. What’s more schools often receive a very small percent of the total sales - sometimes as little as 5%.”

In 2008, WC:OC piloted a program at the Lubec Consolidated School in which local businesses offered products at wholesale price to the school. Students then sold the products at retail prices using traditional fund-raising order forms.

“It was a huge success,” says Libby. “The students’ efforts supported Washington County-based businesses, businesses reached out to new local customers, and more of the money went back to the school than in the traditional model.” 

Based on the success of the 2008 pilot program, WC:OC is expanding the “Keep It in the County: Local Products for Local Profits” program to include businesses, non-profits, and schools throughout Washington County.

“We’ve reached out to the businesses that participated in 2008, and other local businesses have expressed an interest. Right now, we’re looking for more local schools and businesses to become involved,” says Jeremy Gabrielson, a planner with the Washington County Council of Governments who is working on the project.
One program requirement is that all items are produced within Washington County and the production provides income to residents of Washington County. “This year, we hope to add new items and services,” explains Gabrielson. “For example a massage therapist might offer a Gift Card redeemable for a massage or local wreath producer might offer a gift card redeemable for delivery of a balsam wreath for the holidays.”
“The exciting part about this program is that it is a win-win for local schools and Washington County-based businesses,” says Libby.
Businesses interested in participating should contact Jeremy Gabrielson at 255-0983 or jgabrielson@wccog.net. Business Registration forms are due by Thursday, August 25. 
Schools and non-profit organizations interested in participating may also contact Jeremy Gabrielson at 255-0983 or jgabrielson@wccog.net. Registration Forms and information about “Keep It in the County: Local Products for Local Profits” are available online at www.wccog.net. 
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