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Date: 
October 7, 2011
To: 
Mac Stocco
From: 
Steve Walker

Re: 
Town of Whitneyville Comprehensive Plan Review 

On behalf of the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (MDIFW), the Beginning with Habitat program (BwH), and the Maine Natural Areas Program (MNAP), I have reviewed the Town of Whitneyville 2011 Comprehensive Plan and have provided the following comments.  

As you are aware, MDIFW’s mission is focused on the protection and enhancement of the State's freshwater fisheries and wildlife.  MNAP has a commitment to conserving lands in Maine that support rare, threatened, and endangered plants, and rare or exemplary natural communities.  The BwH program provides objective and comprehensive habitat information to equip local decision-makers with the necessary tools to make informed and responsible land use decisions that mesh plant and animal habitat conservation with future town growth needs.  The comments submitted below are based on the Maine State Planning Office’s (SPO) instructions for agency comments.  

Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions regarding this information.

· Appropriate use of data provided by MDIFW & MNAP

We commend the Town of Whitneyville on the thoroughness and accuracy of this comprehensive plan.  BwH data is up-to-date and well represented on plan maps and within plan narratives.  Plan strategies are also well-informed by data provided by this office.
· Relation of plan's policies and implementation strategies to MDIFW & MNAP principal objectives and directives 

The plan’s policies and implementation strategies effectively address both MDIF&W’s and MNAP’s principal objectives for long-term resource protection.  Additional recommendations provided below are intended to help clarify agency resource jurisdiction and specific land use practices that would best benefit significant plant and animal habitat in Whitneyville.
· Consistency of plan with MDIFW & MNAP programs and policies 

The Town of Whitneyville’s 2011 Comprehensive Plan is consistent with our program policies.  Our staff is available to assist the town with future implementation of plan elements including assistance in utilizing BwH data and tools in local conservation efforts.
Additional Comments Regarding Specific Plan Elements:

I. Protection and Enhancement of Fisheries and Fisheries Habitat

We recommend that the town specify in its critical natural resource narrative that the following streams have “high value” wild eastern brook trout populations and associated habitats that should be considered for enhanced protection: Dan Hill Brook, Longfellow Brook, Arna Meadow Brook, Marshfield Road Brook, Sciverine Brook, Great Brook, Scott’s Brook, Englishman’s River, Machias River and the unnamed brook located between the end of Canal Street and Great Brook that flows into the Machias River.

We also recommend that the town consider the following strategies to help conserve the quality of high value streams and brooks:  1) “When any work is being performed in and around the above streams best management practices will be used by municipal work crews and contractors”; 2) areas within 100’ feet of high value streams and brooks should be protected as no disturbance buffers as development occurs within the rural zones.   Both approaches will help guard against erosion, nutrient loading, spawning impaction, water recharge rate changes and thermal pollution due to loss of shade canopy.  Any proposed 100’ riparian protection zones should be made up of woody vegetation to help protect the thermal temperature regimes of the water for native aquatic species and to continue to provide for natural tree fall that introduces coarse woody debris into channels.

When road crossings are proposed along streams, we recommend that the town encourage, in order of priority, bridges, open-bottomed arch culverts, three-sided box culverts, embedded four-sided box culverts (four-sided box culverts to be filled with natural substrate) or four-sided box culverts with internal weirs or as a last resort corrugated metal culverts be installed.  The spans of any of these crossings should be 1.2 times the bank-full width (this is mandated by the Army Corp. of Engineers).  This will allow each span to accommodate 50 to 100 year flood flows and protect the integrity of the road from wash-out thereby saving the town money in the long term.  These installations will allow fish populations to migrate through crossing structures un-encumbered as well as allow terrestrial animals to pass through at moderate and low water conditions.  Only in almost flat deep dead-water areas do we recommend the use of plastic or concrete smooth bore culverts be used on high value fishery waters.

We also recommend that public access to these high value stream fisheries be protected by acquiring conservation easements along riparian zones at high value waters.  These purchases can be made by the town or by the town partnering with state and federal agencies or by nonprofit groups and land trusts.
On page F-6, the plan states that MDIF&W has designated Essential Habitat for Atlantic Salmon.  The designation is actually Essential Fish Habitat and is regulated by the National Marine Fisheries Service and the Maine Department of Marine Resources.

Also, on page F-6, the plan should specify that Inland Wadingbird and Waterfowl Habitats, although not currently included in Whitneyville’s shoreland zoning provisions, are regulated under MDEP’s Natural Resource Protection Act and protections extend to a 250-foot zone upslope of the open wetland habitat.

To best protect Whitneyville’s Deer Wintering Habitat, we recommend that the town encourage landowners to contact our department prior to any development or other land management activities.  We can provide example management practices that will minimize impacts to these important habitats.
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