Minutes
Town of Whitneyville, Comprehensive Plan Committee
February 1, 2011 @ 6:00pm
In attendance:


Jeremy Gabrielson


Pat Brightly


Pat Dowling


Janice Getchell


Nate Pennell


Judy Spencer

I. Minutes
The Committee reviewed the minutes from the January meeting. One correction was noted: the date should read January 4, 2011 (not 2010).
II. Review Draft Public Facilities Chapter 

The Committee reviewed the draft chapter which was distributed prior to the meeting. Most of the discussion focused on the Policies and Implementation Strategies (D-6). The Committee suggested added a policy relating to care of existing public facilities with 4 implementation strategies:
1) Develop a Sewer Policy that clearly identifies maintenance responsibilities for the Town and for individual system users; and that equitably addresses financing of capital improvements to the system.

2) Work with the Library Association to develop plans for the best re-use of the current library building when the new library facility is built.
3) Request a review of the governance structure for the Machias Bay Area Transfer Station that would include great participation of member towns in the budget development process.

4) Develop a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Town of Marshfield that formalizes the agreement between the two communities regarding use of the shared Salt-and-Sand facility.
The Committee also suggested revising the Implementation Strategy requiring that 75% of growth-related capital investments occur in growth areas, since no growth-related capital investments are foreseen in at this time.
III. Review Draft  Recreation Chapter
The Committee reviewed the draft chapter which was distributed prior to the meeting. Nate also noted that he had shared a copy of the draft chapter with Norman Reynolds on the Recreation Committee and asked for his feedback. Jeremy will prepare a completed draft based on the committee’s review for review at the March meeting.
IV.  Review Draft Historic & Archaeological Resources Chapter
The Committee reviewed the draft chapter which was distributed prior to the meeting. Jeremy noted that he is still waiting on data from the Maine Historic Preservation Commission in order to complete the portion of the Chapter related to Archaeological Resource. Not other corrections or amendments were offered. Jeremy will present a revised draft when the archaeological section complete (most likely in May). 
V. Economy and Employment Questions

The Committee reviewed the State review questions relative to employment and the economy. The Committee noted a number of issues including:
1) Although Whitneyville has a major new employer, most Whitneyville residents work in Machias or are retired.
2) Since more people work outside of town, trends in the regional economy have a significant impact on the local economy.

3) The community would like to accommodate more businesses along Route 1 of a similar type and scale as Whitney’s Wreaths and Shannon Well Drilling which currently operate in that part of town.
4) The community would like to see business come back into the village, but the scale of development that is appropriate along Route 1 is probably less appropriate in the village.
5) Broadband/high speed internet access is very good in some place, but the overall coverage continues to be spotty.
VI. Housing Questions

The Committee reviewed the State review questions relative to housing. The Committee noted: 

1) There is some rental (including multi-family) housing in Whitneyville, but most housing is single-family, owner-occupied.

2) Housing seems – by and large – to be affordable. 

3) The most significant issues related to housing are the expense of up-keep and heating for large older homes; and substandard housing.

4) Senior housing is available in Machias (also Jonesboro). 

VII. Discussion of Community Survey
The Committee felt that the community survey should be short and focused. The major questions that need to be asked relate to land use and zoning. The Committee felt that the survey should be mailed to all residents. Jeremy will prepare a draft survey for review in March.
Meeting adjourned at 7:50.
Respectfully submitted: Jeremy Gabrielson, 2/2/2011.

 






